
2020 
Annual Report



In 2020, as we have in years past, the Shriver Center met the moment. The COVID-19
pandemic laid bare historic racial, ethnic, and income inequalities in access to health care,
exacerbated housing instability, and drove millions into poverty. Our country also
mourned and reckoned with the violence against Black lives and called out structural
racism that continues to oppress millions.  

In the face of a shifting advocacy landscape, the Shriver Center quickly responded. We
urged local, state, and federal leaders to adopt policies that would prioritize relief for low-
income communities and communities of color. We worked with our community
partners to bring recovery efforts to scale while also moving toward long overdue systemic
change. We continued to train and support advocates nationwide to address poverty and
racial justice, and we built new partnerships with the private bar to support this work.  
I joined the Shriver Center as its new President & CEO in June 2020, thrilled to return
to this critical force for justice and equity, where I started my career as a staff attorney two
decades ago. Despite the challenges of assuming leadership in tumultuous times, I’ve been
overwhelmed and gratified by our staff’s response to our communities’ most pressing
needs.  

Moving forward, the Shriver Center will continue to seize opportunities to address
inequities that limit opportunity and to dismantle unjust systems. In the coming year, as
we embark on a strategic planning process and bolster our programs, we will more clearly
define how we carry forth our mission and make plans to build for the future.   
I’m proud to share highlights of the Shriver Center’s impact for economic and racial
justice in 2020 below. And I’m grateful to the supporters who make our work possible.  
Advocacy for lasting systemic change has never been more critical. Thank you for joining
us in the fight for economic and racial justice. 

Letter from the President & CEO

Meeting the moment. Building for the future.

Audra Wilson
President & CEO
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Illinois Governor Pritzker signs Shriver
Center-backed bill to cap copayments for
insulin, bringing affordable access to more
than 1.1 million Illinoisans who live with
diabetes.

January 14

Shriver Center opposes HUD rule that
would promote housing segregation.  

January 23

To reduce maternal mortality and
morbidity, Shriver Center urges Illinois to
extend Medicaid coverage to 12 months
postpartum.

February 14

Shriver Center urges Illinois Governor
Pritzker to adopt COVID-19 policy

priorities for low-income communities.  

March 16

For an interactive reading of the Shriver Center's year in review, please visit our
website at povertylaw.org/2020annualreport.
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Marie Claire Tran-Leung named new
Director of the Legal Impact Network, a
dynamic collaborative of advocacy
organizations working for racial and
economic justice across the country.

March 19

Shriver Center calls on Congress for
federal action to protect vulnerable

populations from COVID-19.  

March 20

Shriver Center urges the City of Chicago
to take critical action to protect residents
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

March 24

Shriver Center publishes a list of
COVID-19 resources for individuals and

families in Illinois, which is updated
throughout 2020.  

March 26
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Shriver Center condemns racial health
disparities that have been laid bare by the
COVID-19 pandemic and urges law and
policy changes and budget allocations
necessary to ensure an equitable recovery. 

April 15

The Shriver Center’s Racial Justice
Institute announces 44 new Fellows will

join the program. The Racial Justice
Institute enters its seventh year, having

cultivated nearly 250 advocates in 31
states and the District of Columbia.

April 22

Shriver Center urges that economic
stimulus payments intercepted by the
state for nonpayment of child support
should go to struggling families.   

April 30

Shriver Center urges public housing
authorities to use their discretionary
authority to allow people returning 

to the community from prison to live in
public housing.

May 7
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Shriver Center calls on Illinois to
prioritize reunification of families in the
foster system during the COVID-19
pandemic. 

May 8

Audra Wilson named new
President & CEO of the

Shriver Center on Poverty Law.

May 13

In response to COVID-19, the Shriver
Center revises its 2020 legislative agenda
to concentrate on critical measures to
protect low-income families and
communities in Illinois.  

May 19

Shriver Center advocates for state
investments that equitably address the
COVID-19 crisis; Illinois Legislature
makes strong start toward recovery. 

June 2
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Shriver Center President & CEO Audra
Wilson releases statement on advocacy for
Black lives.  

June 4

 Poisonous Homes report finds that
decades of environmental racism have

systematically put residents of federally
assisted housing in direct proximity to

dangerous toxic contamination. 

June 30

Shriver Center’s Racial Justice Institute trains
over 500 attorneys after the launch of the Law
Firm Antiracism Alliance. The LFAA will
utilize the private bar resources of more than
200 firms to assist legal services organizations
in furtherance of their missions to dismantle
barriers to opportunity in communities of
color.

July 1

Women’s Law and Policy Initiative
Director Wendy Pollack is honored by the
Chicago Foundation for Women and the
Chicago Bar Foundation for her work to

improve the lives of women and girls.

July 22
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Shriver Center endorses a Fair Tax in
Illinois.  

July 29

Shriver Center urges Congress to stop the
clock on termination of parental rights

cases and help families reunify during the
pandemic.   

August 20

Federal lawsuit brought by the Shriver
Center to challenge the City of Peoria’s
nuisance ordinance is resolved.   

September 9

Shriver Center publishes a child welfare
reading list to deepen understanding of

the foster system’s history, its current
practices, its impacts, and its intersections

with other systems.  

September 16
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Shriver Center launches the second of two
Community Lawyering courses offered during
2020. Over 100 advocates receive training to
support community-identified and -led
initiatives and work to build power among
directly impacted individuals and groups this
year.  

September 23

Over 100 members of the Shriver Center’s
Legal Impact Network attend a convening to

discuss the urgency for race equity in the wake
of the pandemic and ongoing racial awakening

and to reevaluate advocacy strategies and
systemic advocacy work.  

September 29

A four-part webinar series, Spotlight on
the Foster System, is launched with a
discussion among parent leaders on the
movement for child welfare justice.

October 6

The Shriver Center’s first ever virtual
gala showcases artists, activists, and others
working toward racial justice over a three-

night program. 

October 7
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Shriver Center announces its 2021 Illinois
legislative agenda.   

October 27

A federal court halts implementation of
the Department of Housing and Urban

Development’s disparate impact rule,
which would have undermined fair

housing opportunities.   

October 29

In a win for immigrant communities
nationwide, a federal court strikes down
the public charge rule.  

November 2

Victory in a harmful case challenging
SNAP program rule that threatened access

to food assistance for thousands of people. 

November 5

https://www.povertylaw.org/article/illinoisagenda/
https://www.povertylaw.org/article/bill-to-cap-copayments-for-insulin-on-its-way-to-governor-pritzkers-desk/
https://www.povertylaw.org/article/bill-to-cap-copayments-for-insulin-on-its-way-to-governor-pritzkers-desk/
https://www.povertylaw.org/article/federal-lawsuit-challenging-city-of-peorias-nuisance-ordinance-resolved/
https://www.povertylaw.org/article/federal-lawsuit-challenging-city-of-peorias-nuisance-ordinance-resolved/
https://www.povertylaw.org/article/bill-to-cap-copayments-for-insulin-on-its-way-to-governor-pritzkers-desk/
https://www.povertylaw.org/article/bill-to-cap-copayments-for-insulin-on-its-way-to-governor-pritzkers-desk/


Year in Review

Page 10

Shriver Center President & CEO Audra
Wilson discusses opportunities to shape
policy and make systemic change in light
of the recent election with political strategist
David Axelrod. 

December 3

Shriver Center urges the Illinois
Department of Public Health to

ensure equitable access to the COVID-19
vaccine.  

December 16

Shriver Center, in concert with members of
the Legal Impact Network, makes
recommendations to the income Biden
Administration on a comprehensive set of
priority actions to ensure equity, opportunity,
and justice for all.   

December 22

Victory in a harmful case challenging
SNAP program rule that threatened access

to food assistance for thousands of people. 

November 5
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Financials

We believe in organizational excellence at all levels, grounded in our core values and
measured against progress toward our mission to guide our path to success.

Below is a snapshot of the Shriver Center’s revenue and expenses for FY 2020. Our
Audited Financial Statement and tax form 990 for FY 2020 are available for download on
our website.

Page 11

https://www.povertylaw.org/article/bill-to-cap-copayments-for-insulin-on-its-way-to-governor-pritzkers-desk/
https://www.povertylaw.org/article/bill-to-cap-copayments-for-insulin-on-its-way-to-governor-pritzkers-desk/


Thank you to our generous donors, funders, and supporters, who make our work for
economic and racial justice possible.

 

Our Supporters

$200,000+

$100,000-$199,999

Community Catalyst, Inc
Facebook
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The JPB Foundation

AARP Foundation
Chicago Community Trust
Delores Barr Weaver Fund
Grand Victoria Foundation
Healthy Communities Foundation
Illinois Children's Healthcare Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Michael Reese Health Trust
Open Society Foundations
Polk Bros. Foundation
Reva and David Logan Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
RRF Foundation for Aging
Solidarity Giving
The Libra Foundation
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$50,000-99,999
Anonymous
Anonymous Fund of Central Indiana Community
Foundation
Borealis Philanthropy
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
Community Memorial Foundation
GCM Grosvenor
Illinois Immigration Funders Collaborative
Janice E. Rodgers
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Medical Home Network

$10,000-49,999

Anonymous
Allstate
Arnie and Nina Harris Philanthropy Fund
Lucy and Peter Ascoli
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Butler Family Fund
Center for Law and Social Policy
Chicago Bar Foundation
Chicago Foundation for Women
Debbie and David Chizewer
Citizen Action - Illinois
Crown Family Philanthropies
Delta Dental of Illinois Foundation
Dentons US LLP
Steve and Amy Eppler-Epstein
EverThrive Illinois
Goldberg Kohn Foundation
Harry S. Black & Allon Fuller Fund
Lucy Helm
Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights

Illinois Health and Hospital Association
Norah L. Jones and Timothy Cox
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois
Laurel Lipkin
Martha Struthers Farley and Donald C. Farley, Jr.
Family Foundation, N.A., Trustee
Denis and Martha Pierce
Prince Charitable Trusts
Related Midwest
Catherine Robb
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
Eugene and Faith Schoon
Seyfarth Shaw
Amanda Sonneborn
The 360 Consulting Group Charitable Fund
The Sidley Austin Foundation
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Verizon
Weinberg/Newton Family Foundation

National Immigration Law Center
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Square One Foundation
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
University of Virginia Law School Foundation
VNA Foundation
Walder Foundation
Woods Fund Chicago
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$1,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Adams Street Partners
AFSCME Council 31
AKPD Message and Media
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago
Joseph A. Antolin
Ashurst LLP
David and Susan Axelrod
Anthony Barash and Terri Hanson
Jim L. Bennett and Terry V. Hoek
Berger Family Foundation, Inc.
Robert and Sheila Berner
Janice Blanchard and Eneya Mulagha
John Bouman and Robin L. Schirmer
Juliet Brodie and Jane Schacter
Michael Buck
William and Samira Burns
Carol McCully Charitable Fund
Casey/Connolly Family Fund
Chapman and Cutler
Charles Baker
Abe Chernin & Sarah Coleman
Linton Childs
Harold and Linda Chizewer
Dana S. Cohen
Kevin and Claudia Conlon
Russell Cox
Jeffrey and Leanne Cribbs
Elizabeth and Denis Curtin
CVS Health
Gregory and June Dallaire
Dassoff Family Charitable Giving Fund
Mark and Dawn Deaton
Donald and Carole Dell
Gayle Deringer O'Donnell and Tim O'Donnell
DLA Piper LLP
Sarah Duncan and Thomas McDougal

Harlene Ellin and Michael Cramer
Jed and Sara Enlow
Sara and Robert Euler
Virginia Farley and Robert B. Shapiro
Fifth Third Bank
Sunny and Paul Fischer
Elaine Fishman
Richard Fizdale and Suzanne Faber
Francis Beidler Foundation
Friends for Foxx
Jitin and Bindi Garg
George & Arlene Rusch Memorial Foundation
Goldman Sachs & Co.
Cedric Gordon
Elizabeth Gracie
Graham C. Grady
Alison Gray
Hon. Divida Gude and Hoyland Ricks
Ruth Harris
Harris Family Fund
Haynes and Boone
Michael and Mary Ann Holland
Case Hoogendoorn
Hoogendoorn & Talbot LLP
Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd
Humana
Irving Harris Foundation
Janet L. Winter Charitable Fund
Jones Family Charitable Fund
Laura Kaufman and David Levine
Keegan Werlin LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Christine and Martin Kittaka
Jaryd Knutsen and Winnie Yang
Krueger Charitable Family Fund
Keenya and Lloyd Lambert
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$1,000-$9,999
LBA Charitable Fund
Sandra and Dan Leib
Dan Lesser and Barbara Shulman
John and Jill Levi
Paul A. Levy and Mia Park
Dan A. Lewis and Stephanie Riger
Robert and Karen Lewis
Susan Lloyd
David A. Long and Starane Shepherd
Chastity and Zakiya Lord
William A. Lowry and Cheryl Watson-Lowry
Lisa Madigan and Pat Byrnes
Mark and Linda Diamond Shapiro Family Fund
Lisa Marsh Ryerson and George Farenthold
Mary and Lionel Go Charitable Fund
Andrew and Ruth Massmann
Georgianna McGuire
Deborah McKissic
Medtronic
Richard Melcher
Nancy Meyer and Marc Weiss
Michael & Stephanie Oettinger Giving Fund
Miner Barnhill & Galland P.C.
Minow Family Foundation
Jo and Art Moore
Ted Moore
Kate Moore and Mark Reddel
Rick Morgan
Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding Trust, Inc.
Kate Becker Morrison
Seymour Musiker
Network for Good
Tracey Nicastro
Marina Nitze
Northern Trust Company Charitable Trust
Aaron Oberman
Ogletree Deakins
O'Keefe Lyons & Hynes, LLC

Julia Parzen and Daniel Johnson
Marva Paull
Maria and David Tlateollin Pesqueira
Kate and Curt Petersen
Robert Pommer
John and Jeannie Poorman
Pritzker Foundation
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI)
Quarles and Brady
Andrea Raila
Tom Reuland and Lana Gersten
Nils F. Ringe and Sarah Halpern-Meekin
Virginia Robinson
Susan Rogers and Richard Stephenson
Harry Rosenberg and Rachel Dvorken
Rosenberg Foundation
Dana Rosenfeld
Paul and Carla Rosenthal
Frederic and Susan Rubinstein
Jean Rudd
Ryan Lindberg and Liz Mazur Fund
Paul and Bettylu Saltzman
David and Heidi Saunders
SCAF Family Fund of the Jewish Communal Fund
Jill Schuker
SEIU Healthcare Illinois and Indiana
Seyfarth Shaw Charitable Foundation
Robert Silverstein and Caryn Burstein
Avanti and Kanwar Singh
Davinder and Jatinder Singh
Gina and Jeffrey Smith
Engy Sutherland
Karen Teitelbaum
Joann Thach
The Anne E. Rea & Kenneth A. Bigg Fund
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
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The Christopher Family Foundation
The Clement / Moltz Fund
The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund
The Patricia Burke Fund
The Vanessa Ruiz & David Birenbaum Family Fund
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Wallis-Whitehead Family Fund
Nora and Nicholas Weir

William Blair & Co. LLC
Hon. Ann C. Williams and David Stewart
William Wilson
Wintrust Bank
Wonder Strategies for Good
Lauren Worsek and Paul Varnado
ZAC Foundation for Children's Safety

$500-$999

Kavneet Alag
Bankers Trust
Earl and Lisa Barnes
Preston Bautista
Marjorie C. Benton
Kay Berkson and Sidney Hollander
Bernard Family Charitable Fund
Allyson Birmingham
Allison I. Brown and Gardner Humphreys
Kiley and Steven Buck
Andrea Calvaruso
Kathleen Cannon
Brandon Clark and Sarah R. Riedl
Jessica Cohen
Stuart Cohen and Donna Curry
Kevin Convery
Ann Courter and Norm Hirsch
Sandra Cuneo
Jonathan Cuneo
Aron Dalley
Laura Davis
Brian Drab and Colette Basil
Maja Eaton
Peter and Marian Edelman
Sandra C. Eskin
Rami Fakhouri
Vanessa Filley
Barbara Flynn Currie
Eric and Angela Gershenson

Emily Gilman
Michael and Karla Goldman
Robin and Austan Goolsbee
Goyick Fund
Andrew J. Griffin and Moira Collins
Bev Groudine
Guy and Joan Gunzberg
Patrick Hurless
James Hardie
Joy Johns
Kellcie Fund
Henry Kelly
Julie Kemnitz
Kate Kennedy
Jordan Kohl
Anne Ladky and Karen Fishman
Lily of the Valley Donor Advised Fund
Joan Lovell
Richard Lury
Maurine and Hugo Magliocco
King Marketing
Donald Marshall
Matthew and Katelyn Martin
Mary McKenna
John McLees
Daniel Miles
Matt and Rebecca Miller
Seymour and Linda Moskowitz
Maneesha Mukhi
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$500-$999
Musburger Charitable Giving Fund
Nanci Garoon Leigner Charitable Gift Fund
Michael Nemirov
Kirsten Newquist
Nikki and Fred Stein Family Fund
Alice O'Connor
Carrie Palmer
Jeffrey S. Passel
Bettina and Kenneth Plevan
Edward and Sheila Pont
Cathy Reiter
James and Kathryn Rolfes
Brenda Russell
Laura and Scott Sakiyama
Jerri Shick
David Soglin

James Sojoodi and Danielle Barriuso
Scott and Jaclyn Solotorovsky
Thawivann and John Spaulding
D'Angelo Taylor
Lawrence Tribe
Mary Tucker
John M. Tuhey and Kelley Witzemann
Robert Walsh
Shannon Weber
Julie and Jeffrey Weill
Aaron Wenzloff and Allison Gorsuch
Cormekki Whitley
Patricia and Arthur Whitney
Vanessa Zimmer
Mark Zumbach

$1-$499

Anonymous
Eliot Abarbanel
AbbVie
James Adamson
Sam Adler
Aetna Foundation
Susan Agolini
Isabel Agolini
Dawn Agozzino
Heather and Steve Alderman
James Alex
Lorena Alonso
Alton J Mitchell and Julie A Federico Charitable Giving
Account
Shilpa Alva
Alicia Alvarez
Amazon Smile
America's Charities
Susan Antos
Bridget Arimond and Bruce Scheff

Arkes Family Foundation
Shifali Arora
Deepa Arora
Rajinder Arora
Andrea Augustinas
Rebekah Ausbrook
Alexander Azar
Pauline Baba
Katherine Baltes
Wendy Otis Ban
Jane Bandler
Autumn Banks
Donna Barrows
Elissa Bassler
Aris Bell
Laura S. Bercovitz
R.J. Berg and Laura Grad
Jean Berman and Aric J. Press
Jonathan Beyer
Trisha Bhagat
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$1-$499
Christopher Bibzak
Stephanie Biggs
Sarah and Hart Billings
Sarah Bily
Carly Bjorgan
Timuel D. Black and Zenobia Johnson-Black
Amanda Blaising
JuliAnn and Marc Blam
Erin Block
Alex Block
Jennifer Bluford
Jennifer Blythe
Judith and Richard Bolotin
Brittany Boma
Josiah Bonifant
Pat Boomsma
Samuel Bordenave
Andrea Bosowski
Jeremy Bouman
Trinity Bracey
James A. Brandt
Winafred Brantl
Nickolaus Briesemeister
Jay Briggs
Joan and William Brodsky
Anna Brown
Jalon Brown
Sheryl Bruce
Cheryl L. Bruce and Kerry J. Marshall
Alison Brunner
Melissa Buenger
Lashawna Bundy
Mollie Bunis
Robert and Mary Burns
Marie Cabiya
Karama H. Calloway
BJ Campbell
Cynthia Canary and Adam Brooks
Molly Carney and Taylor Landesman
Bridget Carney

William and Mary Carstedt
LaVerne Carter
Shiron Carter
Lesley Carter
Thomas Carty
Christopher Casale
Kay Casstevens
Joshua Cauhorn
Boris Cayemitte
Kathy Chan and Eric Morel
Philie Chan
Denny Chan
Richard Chargar
Karla K. Chew
Nicholas Chrisos
Amber Christ
Donna Cill
Debra Clark
Larra Clark
Justin Cobb
Tanya Cobb
Sarah Cocco
Marvin Cohen
Emily Colby
Marsha Cole
Joan and Alan Colen
Jacqueline Collins
Anne Marie Collins
Michael and Barbara Comiskey
Katherine Conforti
Thomas Conley
Matthew Conroy
Joan Copenhaver
Quinn and Erica Corcoran
Susan Corwith
Steven Coursey
Michael Coursey
Erica and John Cribbs Gnilka
Mac Crite
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Karen Cross
David Cruickshank
KeJuan Crump
Jeffrey Cummings
Amanda Czik
Noon Da Goodfella
Genevieve D'Aquila
Josie Davis
Michael Davis
Cory Davis
Sheila Dean
Denise Dean
Chuck Debelak and Helene Bouman-Debelak
Nick DeFabrizio
Gill and Laura Deford
Paul DeMarte and Stephanie Dufford
Laura Demmer
Lucy Di Rosa
Kendal Dirkin
Serge Dogar and Fozia Akhter
Sarah Doherty
Nathaniel Donahue
Paige Donohoe
Cheryl Dorsey
John and Marcia Dowd
John Downey
Christopher Downey
Joel Drechny
Erin Dubin
Jessyca Dudley
Jim Dukette
Sarah Durham
Aisha Edwards
Sharon Eiseman
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