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Child Welfare Reading List 

This resource list aims to provide materials related to what is traditionally referred to as the child welfare 
system—its history, its current practices, its impacts, and its intersections with other systems. Also 
included are materials exploring approaches and movements for advocacy related to this system. 
Because this list is a resource for learning and continuing dialogue, links will be updated periodically to 
reflect and elevate narratives and research as they become available.  

The Shriver Center is continually working to expand accessibility and inclusivity— particularly for 
communities and identities historically marginalized by power structures and systems—of the available 
resources in terms of language, voices of impacted communities, and the myriad ways folks engage with 
and understand the world around them. If you have resources to recommend, please contact Molly Dull 
at mollydull@povertylaw.org.   

How It Works 
There are 7 categories of topics to explore, which are listed in the far left column. Within each topic, you 
will see 3 sections:  

● Quick overview (media or reads that should take less than about 15 minutes to explore)
● Learn more (media or reads that should take between 15-30 minutes to explore)
● Deep dive (media or reads that will take longer than 30 minutes to explore)

The 3 sections include a few items for you to click on. Each work included in this reading guide is 
hyperlinked to the source where you can find it. 
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A History of the 
System 

How did the U.S. 
foster system become 
what it is today, and 
in what ways are the 

system’s harmful 
roots still present 

today? 

Quick Overview (< 15 min) 
● Watch (from 17:50-28:33): 

#stopstealingourbabies Virtual Town Hall 
● Read or listen: Foster care in the United 

States began with Orphan Train 
● Read: How Foster Care Has Stripped 

Native American Children of Their Own 
Cultures 

● Read: How racism has shaped welfare 
policy in America since 1935 

Learn More (15-30 min) 
● Read: Best Interests: How Child Welfare 

Serves as a Tool of White Supremacy 
● Read: ASFA: An Assault on Family 

Preservation 

Deep Dive (30+ min) 
● Read (all but conclusion): A Short History 

of Child Protection in America 
● Read: Federally Mandated Destruction of 

the Black Family: The Adoption and Safe 
Families 

What is  
Mandated 

Reporting and Why 
Was It Created? 

Mandated reporting 
laws were created in 

the 1960s as a 
backlash against 
supportive social 

welfare policies for 
poor families. Who 

are mandated 
reporters, what 

causes reports to be 
made, and what 

comes of reports they 
make? 

Quick Overview (< 15 min) 
● Watch (from 19:38-28:30): “Abolishing 

Policing, Not Just Police” (includes CC 
and transcript) 

● Read (p. 542-549): “Doing something” 
about child abuse: the need to narrow the 
grounds for state intervention 

● Read: How the Foster Care System 
Punishes the Poor 

● Read: Foster Care as Punishment: The 
New Reality of ‘Jane Crow' 

● Leer // Read: Barreras culturales, 
obstáculo para el bienestar infantil entre 
inmigrantes // For migrants, cultural 
barriers, life’s shocks complicate welfare 
cases 

Learn More (15-30 min) 
● Read: Refusing to be Complicit in our 

Prison Nation: Teachers Rethinking 
Mandated Reporting 

● Read // Listen: Incentives And Cultural 
Bias Fuel Foster System // Extended 
audio version  

● Read: Stop and Frisk for Caregivers: How 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=942945716197667&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.kansascity.com/article238198944.html
https://www.kansascity.com/article238198944.html
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/foster-care-has-failed-native-american-youth
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/foster-care-has-failed-native-american-youth
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/foster-care-has-failed-native-american-youth
https://theconversation.com/how-racism-has-shaped-welfare-policy-in-america-since-1935-63574
https://theconversation.com/how-racism-has-shaped-welfare-policy-in-america-since-1935-63574
https://www.politicalresearch.org/2019/11/26/best-interests-how-child-welfare-serves-tool-white-supremacy
https://www.politicalresearch.org/2019/11/26/best-interests-how-child-welfare-serves-tool-white-supremacy
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/fostercare/inside/roberts.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/fostercare/inside/roberts.html
https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/35363_Chapter1.pdf
https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/35363_Chapter1.pdf
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&context=njlsp
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&context=njlsp
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&context=njlsp
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/184-abolish-policing-not-just-the-police
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/184-abolish-policing-not-just-the-police
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/hjlpp8&div=46&id=&page=
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/hjlpp8&div=46&id=&page=
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/hjlpp8&div=46&id=&page=
https://inthesetimes.com/article/foster-care-punish-poor-child-welfare-prison
https://inthesetimes.com/article/foster-care-punish-poor-child-welfare-prison
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/21/nyregion/foster-care-nyc-jane-crow.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/21/nyregion/foster-care-nyc-jane-crow.html
https://tucson.com/laestrella/ciudad/barreras-culturales-obst-culo-para-el-bienestar-infantil-entre-inmigrantes/article_7f6134de-5293-5d98-90c6-0abb4c4219d7.html
https://tucson.com/laestrella/ciudad/barreras-culturales-obst-culo-para-el-bienestar-infantil-entre-inmigrantes/article_7f6134de-5293-5d98-90c6-0abb4c4219d7.html
https://tucson.com/laestrella/ciudad/barreras-culturales-obst-culo-para-el-bienestar-infantil-entre-inmigrantes/article_7f6134de-5293-5d98-90c6-0abb4c4219d7.html
https://tucson.com/news/local/for-migrants-cultural-barriers-life-s-shocks-complicate-welfare-cases/article_6258f7a0-2255-11e8-8b08-e7421dd682dc.html
https://tucson.com/news/local/for-migrants-cultural-barriers-life-s-shocks-complicate-welfare-cases/article_6258f7a0-2255-11e8-8b08-e7421dd682dc.html
https://tucson.com/news/local/for-migrants-cultural-barriers-life-s-shocks-complicate-welfare-cases/article_6258f7a0-2255-11e8-8b08-e7421dd682dc.html
https://radicalteacher.library.pitt.edu/ojs/radicalteacher/article/view/286/225
https://radicalteacher.library.pitt.edu/ojs/radicalteacher/article/view/286/225
https://radicalteacher.library.pitt.edu/ojs/radicalteacher/article/view/286/225
https://www.npr.org/2011/10/25/141662357/incentives-and-cultural-bias-fuel-foster-system
https://www.npr.org/2011/10/25/141662357/incentives-and-cultural-bias-fuel-foster-system
https://www.npr.org/2011/10/25/141672992/native-foster-care-lost-children-shattered-families
https://www.npr.org/2011/10/25/141672992/native-foster-care-lost-children-shattered-families
https://truthout.org/articles/stop-and-frisk-for-caregivers-how-expanded-mandated-reporting-laws-hurt-families/
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Expanded Mandated Reporting Laws Hurt 
Families 

Deep Dive (30+ min) 
● Listen: Decolonize Social Work: The 

Tyranny of the Child Welfare System, Part 
I & Part 2 (transcript available below play 
option) 

● Read: When the Misdiagnosis Is Child 
Abuse 

Historical and 
Modern Parallels & 
Intersections with  

Other Systems 

The foster system 
operates in ways that 
mirror other systems 

in our society that 
surveil, discriminate, 

and punish individuals 
and communities. 

What do the 
comparisons and 

parallels across these 
carceral systems look 

like?  

Quick Overview (< 15 min) 
● Comic: Against ‘Soft’ Policing 
● Read: For Women of Color, the Child-

Welfare System Functions Like the 
Criminal-Justice System 

● Watch: Ground Zero: The Foster System 
and the U.S. Drug War (includes CC) 

● Read: What is the Foster Care-to-Prison 
Pipeline? 

● Read: Yes, Gov. Pritzker, close juvenile 
detention centers -- and then reimagine 
foster care 

Learn More (15-30 min) 
● Watch (from 3:35-21:45 & 32:35-40:10): 

Invisible No More: Policing Motherhood 
(includes CC; see edited transcript of 
second recommended segment) 

Deep Dive (30+ min) 
● Read: What Can the Child Welfare 

System Learn in the Wake of the Floyd 
Decision?: A Comparison of Stop-And-
And-Frisk Policing and Child Welfare 
Investigations  

● Read: Entangled Roots: The Role of Race 
in Policies that Separate Families  

● Read: Prison, Foster Care, and the 
Systemic 
Punishment of Black Mothers 

Disproportionate 
Impact & Harms 

While Black children 
make up 12% of the 
U.S. population, they 
comprise more than 

20% of the foster 
system. In places like 

Quick Overview (< 15 min) 
● Read: The Sad Omission of Child Welfare 

from Mainstream Discussion on Race 
● Read: Black Families Matter: How the 

Child Welfare System Punishes Poor 
Families of Color 

https://truthout.org/articles/stop-and-frisk-for-caregivers-how-expanded-mandated-reporting-laws-hurt-families/
https://truthout.org/articles/stop-and-frisk-for-caregivers-how-expanded-mandated-reporting-laws-hurt-families/
http://decolonizesocialwork.org/episode/tyranny-child-welfare-system-part-1
http://decolonizesocialwork.org/episode/tyranny-child-welfare-system-part-1
http://decolonizesocialwork.org/episode/tyranny-child-welfare-system-part-2
https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2020/08/when-misdiagnosis-child-abuse/615337/
https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2020/08/when-misdiagnosis-child-abuse/615337/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kkciRKHkU5x5jNLXphExqZZgrYepUdbh/view?fbclid=IwAR2Ze30Bid9oR-oQiY282FRfmrGMoSjSQSd6MrvkV5yqQeWbONjtmFUHmGY
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/for-women-of-color-the-child-welfare-system-functions-like-the-criminal-justice-system/#:%7E:text=Like%20the%20criminal%2Djustice%20system%2C%20the%20child%2Dwelfare%20system,whom%20are%20people%20of%20color.&text=ACS%20removed%20her%20daughter%20from,the%20welfare%20of%20a%20child.
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/for-women-of-color-the-child-welfare-system-functions-like-the-criminal-justice-system/#:%7E:text=Like%20the%20criminal%2Djustice%20system%2C%20the%20child%2Dwelfare%20system,whom%20are%20people%20of%20color.&text=ACS%20removed%20her%20daughter%20from,the%20welfare%20of%20a%20child.
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/for-women-of-color-the-child-welfare-system-functions-like-the-criminal-justice-system/#:%7E:text=Like%20the%20criminal%2Djustice%20system%2C%20the%20child%2Dwelfare%20system,whom%20are%20people%20of%20color.&text=ACS%20removed%20her%20daughter%20from,the%20welfare%20of%20a%20child.
https://vimeo.com/430427908
https://vimeo.com/430427908
https://jlc.org/news/what-foster-care-prison-pipeline
https://jlc.org/news/what-foster-care-prison-pipeline
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2020/8/11/21363752/illinois-foster-care-juvenile-detention-dcfs-j-b-pritzker-shriver-center
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2020/8/11/21363752/illinois-foster-care-juvenile-detention-dcfs-j-b-pritzker-shriver-center
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2020/8/11/21363752/illinois-foster-care-juvenile-detention-dcfs-j-b-pritzker-shriver-center
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36NN8xfq4-c
http://sfonline.barnard.edu/unraveling-criminalizing-webs-building-police-free-futures/child-welfare-and-the-criminal-legal-system-mutually-reinforcing-and-intersecting-systems/
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1470&context=clr
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1470&context=clr
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1470&context=clr
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1470&context=clr
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1470&context=clr
https://cssp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CSSP-Entangled-Roots.pdf
https://cssp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CSSP-Entangled-Roots.pdf
https://www.uclalawreview.org/pdf/59-6-2.pdf
https://www.uclalawreview.org/pdf/59-6-2.pdf
https://www.uclalawreview.org/pdf/59-6-2.pdf
https://imprintnews.org/opinion/sad-omission-child-welfare-mainstream-discussion-race/46315
https://imprintnews.org/opinion/sad-omission-child-welfare-mainstream-discussion-race/46315
https://theappeal.org/black-families-matter-how-the-child-welfare-system-punishes-poor-families-of-color-33ad20e2882e/
https://theappeal.org/black-families-matter-how-the-child-welfare-system-punishes-poor-families-of-color-33ad20e2882e/
https://theappeal.org/black-families-matter-how-the-child-welfare-system-punishes-poor-families-of-color-33ad20e2882e/
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Cook County, IL, 
disproportionality is 
even higher: Black 

youth are 24% of the 
population yet 70% of 

the system. 
Indigenous children 

are also 
overrepresented, as 
are those with poor 

families or disabilities. 
Why do we need to 

be talking about these 
disparities? 

Learn More (15-30 min) 
● Read: Parenting in Families of Low 

Socioeconomic Status: A Review with 
Implications for Child Welfare Practice 

● Watch (from 9:28-36:39): Elie Hirschfeld 
Symposium on Child Welfare (includes 
CC) 

Deep Dive (30+ min) 
● Read: Racial Bias in American Foster 

Care: The National Debate 
● Read: White Privilege in Child Welfare: 

What Racism Looks Like 
● Read: Processes of Racialization in New 

York City’s Child Welfare System 
● Book: Shattered Bonds: The Color of 

Child Welfare 
 

Outcomes for  
Current & Former 

Foster Youth 

Child & Family 
Services often claim 

that they exist to 
serve the best 

interests of children. 
What do the data 

show us about 
whether and how the 

best interests of 
children are being 

served? 

Quick Overview (< 15 min) 
● Watch (from 0:00-3:09): How the Foster 

Care System Fails So Many Kids—And 
How We Can Do Better (includes CC) 

● Read: Foster youth face ‘grim outcomes’ 
● Read: Improving Family Foster Care: 

Findings from the Northwest Foster Care 
Alumni Study 

● Read or listen: Aging out: Thousands of 
foster youth graduate to the streets every 
year 

Learn More (15-30 min 
● Read: Dubious arrests, damaged lives: 

How shelters criminalize hundreds of 
children 

● Read: The Cycle of Child Protection 
Services Involvement: A Cohort Study of 
Adolescent Mothers 

● Explore: Fostering Youth Transitions: 
Using Data to Drive Policy and Practice 
Decisions 

Deep Dive (30+ min) 
● Read: The Harm of Child Removal 
● Explore: Research Collection: Midwest 

Evaluation of the Adult Functioning of 
Former Foster Youth 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/301549072_Parenting_in_Families_of_Low_Socioeconomic_Status_A_Review_with_Implications_for_Child_Welfare_Practice
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/301549072_Parenting_in_Families_of_Low_Socioeconomic_Status_A_Review_with_Implications_for_Child_Welfare_Practice
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/301549072_Parenting_in_Families_of_Low_Socioeconomic_Status_A_Review_with_Implications_for_Child_Welfare_Practice
https://www.law.nyu.edu/news/elie-hirschfeld-symposium-child-welfare-racism-peggy-cooper-davis
https://www.law.nyu.edu/news/elie-hirschfeld-symposium-child-welfare-racism-peggy-cooper-davis
https://scholarship.law.marquette.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=5190&context=mulr
https://scholarship.law.marquette.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=5190&context=mulr
https://imprintnews.org/opinion/white-privilege-in-child-welfare-what-racism-looks-like/44662
https://imprintnews.org/opinion/white-privilege-in-child-welfare-what-racism-looks-like/44662
https://anthrosource-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.ezproxy.bu.edu/doi/full/10.1111/ciso.12093
https://anthrosource-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.ezproxy.bu.edu/doi/full/10.1111/ciso.12093
https://bookshop.org/books/shattered-bonds-the-color-of-child-welfare/9780465070596
https://bookshop.org/books/shattered-bonds-the-color-of-child-welfare/9780465070596
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54fbJNKPPCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54fbJNKPPCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54fbJNKPPCk
http://www.shfwire.com/foster-youth-face-grim-outcomes-2/
https://caseyfamilypro-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/media/AlumniStudies_NW_Report_FactSheet.pdf
https://caseyfamilypro-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/media/AlumniStudies_NW_Report_FactSheet.pdf
https://caseyfamilypro-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/media/AlumniStudies_NW_Report_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.kansascity.com/news/special-reports/article238226224.html#:%7E:text=Every%20year%2C%20roughly%2020%20percent,four%20years%20of%20aging%20out.
https://www.kansascity.com/news/special-reports/article238226224.html#:%7E:text=Every%20year%2C%20roughly%2020%20percent,four%20years%20of%20aging%20out.
https://www.kansascity.com/news/special-reports/article238226224.html#:%7E:text=Every%20year%2C%20roughly%2020%20percent,four%20years%20of%20aging%20out.
https://projects.sfchronicle.com/2017/fostering-failure/
https://projects.sfchronicle.com/2017/fostering-failure/
https://projects.sfchronicle.com/2017/fostering-failure/
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/141/6/e20173119.full.pdf
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/141/6/e20173119.full.pdf
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/141/6/e20173119.full.pdf
https://www.aecf.org/resources/fostering-youth-transitions/#summary
https://www.aecf.org/resources/fostering-youth-transitions/#summary
https://www.aecf.org/resources/fostering-youth-transitions/#summary
https://poseidon01.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=993117004090103023100007102099091099034055034085049024074119019067072113099003002070126021101010021033124127082108111122113120105049038021028074105069111097008073024022052113087004028065071087083101124101002092001000104031028066095093100029095120105&EXT=pdf
https://www.chapinhall.org/research/midwest-evaluation-of-the-adult-functioning-of-former-foster-youth/
https://www.chapinhall.org/research/midwest-evaluation-of-the-adult-functioning-of-former-foster-youth/
https://www.chapinhall.org/research/midwest-evaluation-of-the-adult-functioning-of-former-foster-youth/


   
 

            

5 

A Parent-Centered 
Approach  

Children do not exist 
in a vacuum; they 
have parents and 

families, and 
separation from those 

families creates 
trauma for all 

involved. What would 
it look like for the 

system to define a 
child’s best interest as 

and prioritize the 
outcome of families 

together and 
supported in thriving 

communities? 

Quick Overview (< 15 min) 
● Read: ‘Family Regulation,’ Not ‘Child 

Welfare’: Abolition Starts with Changing 
our Language 

● Read: What is Family Centered Practice? 
● Read: To ‘Protect’ My Kids, the State 

Made Me Homeless 
● Read: Rise Recommendations to Address 

Schools’ Over-Reporting to Child 
Protective Services 

Learn More (15-30 min) 
● Read or Listen: As U.S. spends billions on 

foster care, families are pulled apart and 
forgotten 

● Watch (from 1:22:15-1:42:20): Child 
Welfare Braintrust of the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation 

Deep Dive (30+ min) 
● Read: Family Defense in the Age of Black 

Lives Matter 
● Listen: The Power of the Parents’ Voice 

(transcript available)  
● Read: African American perspectives on 

racial disparities in child removals 

A Movement for  
Abolition  

A movement is 
growing that asks 

critical questions like, 
“What would it look 
like for families and 

communities to have 
the equitable 

systemic investment 
and support they 
need to thrive?” & 

“How can harm and 
accountability be 

addressed in ways 
that do not cause 

more harm?” & “How 
can systems account 
for the harm already 
done to families and 

communities and stop 
the cycle of causing 

that harm?” 

Quick Overview (< 15 min) 
● Read: Abolishing Policing Also Means 

Abolishing Family Regulation 
● Watch: FUAN’s Iowa Family Stabilization 

& Preservation Act (includes CC) 
● Read: What Does it Mean to Abolish the 

Child Welfare System as We Know It? 
● Leer // Read: Metas compartidas y 

colaboración son claves para que las 
familias tengan éxito // Shared goals, 
collaboration are keys to family success 

Learn More (15-30 min) 
● Read: Toward the Abolition of the Foster 

System  
● Read: What Will It Take for The Child 

Welfare System to Become Anti-Racist? 

Deep Dive (30+ min) 
● Listen: Mother's Day In The Trenches: 

Abolishing the Child Welfare System 

 

https://imprintnews.org/opinion/family-regulation-not-child-welfare-abolition-starts-changing-language/45586
https://imprintnews.org/opinion/family-regulation-not-child-welfare-abolition-starts-changing-language/45586
https://imprintnews.org/opinion/family-regulation-not-child-welfare-abolition-starts-changing-language/45586
https://clas.uiowa.edu/nrcfcp/what-family-centered-practice
https://rewire.news/article/2020/07/31/to-protect-my-kids-the-state-made-me-homeless/?utm_source=Movement+for+Family+Power&utm_campaign=d19ddf416b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_26_09_29_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7d4bf5375c-d19ddf416b-348340134&ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_5_19_2020_17_35_COPY_01)
https://rewire.news/article/2020/07/31/to-protect-my-kids-the-state-made-me-homeless/?utm_source=Movement+for+Family+Power&utm_campaign=d19ddf416b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_26_09_29_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7d4bf5375c-d19ddf416b-348340134&ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_5_19_2020_17_35_COPY_01)
https://www.risemagazine.org/2020/03/rise-recommendations-schools-over-reporting/
https://www.risemagazine.org/2020/03/rise-recommendations-schools-over-reporting/
https://www.risemagazine.org/2020/03/rise-recommendations-schools-over-reporting/
https://www.kansascity.com/news/special-reports/article238243099.html
https://www.kansascity.com/news/special-reports/article238243099.html
https://www.kansascity.com/news/special-reports/article238243099.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFGrSFi5f6o&index=9&list=PLPjG6g5PtGGwK9F29L442irbqO3qheP7C
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFGrSFi5f6o&index=9&list=PLPjG6g5PtGGwK9F29L442irbqO3qheP7C
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFGrSFi5f6o&index=9&list=PLPjG6g5PtGGwK9F29L442irbqO3qheP7C
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1424&context=clr
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1424&context=clr
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/child-welfare-podcast-the-parents-voice
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213418304782
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213418304782
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