
Poverty Guidelines

Eligibility Chart

The following chart, prepared by David Yen of the Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago, sets forth income 
guidelines for various programs which are based on the federal poverty guidelines, as revised by HHS on February 18, 
2005. Please note, not all programs are automatically updated, so in some cases the increases are not effective until 
updated manual releases are issues or other formal action is taken (e.g., LAFC guidelines do not increase until Board 
action is taken, and the food stamp guidelines will not change until later in the year). All guidelines are per month 
unless otherwise noted. 

Family or 
household 
size 

Poverty 
guidelines 
(yearly) 

Poverty 
guidelines: 
Net income limit 
for:
(a) Food Stamps
(b) QMB/1/
(c) Hill-Burton
(d) Senior 
Care/2/ 

SLMB/3/ 
(poverty 
x120%) 

LAFMC 
guidelines 
(poverty 
x125%) 

Food stamps 
- gross 
income limit 
(poverty 
x130%) 

Medicaid for children 
over 1 year old; 
family care a/k/a 
"Parent 
Assist" (poverty 
x133%)/4/ 

120% of LAFMC 
guidelines; 
IHEAP (poverty 
x 150%) 

Food stamps/gross 
income limite for 
elderly and disabled 
(poverty x165%) 

School 
breakfast and 
lunch 
(poverty 
x185%) 

KidCare for pregnant women and 
children through age 18;/4/ QDWI;/5/ 
COBRA continuation; Illinois Health 
Women; HBWD;/6/ BCC;/7/ Senior 
Care copay req.; CARPLS (poverty 
x200%) 

AIDS Drug 
Assistance 
Program 
(ADAP) (poverty 
x400%)

1 $9,570 $798 $957 $997 $1,037 $1,061 $1,196 $1,316 $1,475 $1,595 $3,190

2 12,830 1,069 1,283 1,336 1,390 1,422 1,604 1,764 1,978 2,138 4,277

3 16,090 1,341 1,609 1,676 1,743 1,783 2,011 2,212 2,481 2,682 5,363

4 19,350 1,613 1,935 2,016 2,096 2,145 2,419 2,661 2,983 3,225 6,450

5 22,610 1,884 2,261 2,355 2,449 2,506 2,826 3,109 3,486 3,768 7,537

6 25,870 2,156 2,587 2,695 2,803 2,867 3,234 3,557 3,988 4,312 8,623

7 29,130 2,428 2,913 3,034 3,156 3,229 3,641 4,005 4,491 4,855 9,710

8 32,390 2,699 3,239 3,374 3,509 3,590 4,049 4,454 4,993 5,398 10,797

each add 3,260 257 314 327 340 348 393 432 484 523 1,047

1. Qualified Medicare Beneficiary
2. Copayments required for Senior Care beneficiaries between 100% and 200% of poverty.
3. Special Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary
4. KidCare families start paying premiums and copayments at 133% of poverty. 
5. Qualified disabled working individual
6. Health Benefits for Workers with Disabilities
7. Breast and Cervical Cancer
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