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BACK TO POL 3420
	REQUIREMENT
	Households provided services under the TANF Community Outreach Services (TCOS) are categorically eligible for food stamp benefits. 



	BASIC CONSIDERATIONS


	TCOS provides information and referral services to all AUs whose gross income falls below 130% of the FPL.  TCOS is also provided to food stamp elderly and disabled AUs whose income falls within 200% of the FPL  

Eligibility for TANF Community Outreach Services (TCOS) must be determined prior to a food stamp eligibility determination.   

The client’s statement of gross income is sufficient verification to initially establish eligibility for Community Outreach Services.  

There is no resource test for receipt of Community Outreach Services.

Discuss available information and referral services after initial TCOS eligibility is established.

At application and review, signatures of applying AUs will be obtained on the application or review form indicating TCOS eligibility has been explained and that the TCOS brochure was provided. 

The resources of TCOS categorically eligible AU’s are excluded when determining eligibility for benefits.                                                                                

	
	TCOS categorically eligible AU’s must meet the non-financial eligibility criteria.



	
	Benefit allotment levels will be based on net limit levels after all income and deductions are verified and applied.

Benefits will not be issued to TCOS categorical AU’s over the net income limit.

Notification will be mailed of ineligibility for TCOS if gross income, upon verification, is above the identified FPL.  




3211– EXPANDED CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY

TANF COMMUNITY OUTREACH SERVICES (TCOS)

	BASIC CONSIDERATIONS


	The AU will verify the following information to establish Food Stamp eligibility:

· gross income

Note: Gross income is verified to establish net income and benefit levels, not categorical eligibility.

· social security numbers

· sponsored alien information

If any other factors are questionable, verify according to normal processing standards.

An AU is not considered TCOS categorically eligible if:

· the AU contains:

  (    an ineligible student

  (    a member  who is disqualified for IPV or lawbreaker 

         status                    

  (    a member sanctioned for enumeration

  (    a member who is work sanctioned

  (    a member who is an ineligible alien 

· the AU refuses to cooperate in providing information to the State agency that is necessary for determining eligibility;

· the AU is ineligible under striker provisions;

· if the AU is eligible for Medicaid only.

.

TCOS Food Stamp categorical eligibility does not continue if gross income, upon verification, is above the identified FPL. 

A note is added to the food stamp notice informing the AU of his/her ineligibility for Community Outreach Services. 
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