Minimum Wage Letter-to-the-Editor

It’s time for the Illinois House of Representatives to take action and support the State Senate and Governor Blagojevich’s proposal to increase Illinois’ minimum wage.  In many cases, a minimum wage earner must work five or more hours just to pay for a tank of gasoline.  In Illinois, these workers are struggling, living at or near the poverty level.  A much-needed increase, plus future cost of living adjustments, would go a long way. An increase of just $1.00 per hour means an additional $2,080 per year for groceries, school supplies for kids, and gas to get to work. 

For Illinois legislators, this is an opportunity to provide real help to families and children. According to the Economic Policy Institute and Voices for Illinois Children, approximately 144,000 Illinois workers benefiting directly from a minimum wage increase are working parents and nearly 60 percent are women. One-third of minimum wage earners are sole breadwinners for their families. An increase would boost the standard of living for 269,000 Illinois children.

Raising the minimum wage is also good for business because low-income workers are more likely to spend their wages locally than other workers.  In addition, a study by the Fiscal Policy Institute found that total employment and retail employment grew more quickly in higher minimum wage states.

Act now.  Call on your State Representative to support the minimum wage increase because a dollar makes a difference to working families.  Contact information can be found at www.seiu-illinois.org under “Who represents me?”

