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By John Bouman linois Covered would give everyone the  into hospital rates charged to insured =

opportunity to obtain health insurance at patients, raising insurance by $1,000 each:»

he problem of health coverage con- prices they can afford. Not only does the year. Additionally, we have to consider the:

I cerns all — those with insurance and  plan cover individuals, but it also levels the true cost of inaction. Staying the course ik

those without. I addition to the playing field among employers by mandat-  our health crisis will cost us more than - 3

human and social costs, bearing the expense  ing that employers that do not offer health ~ $30 billion over the next 10 years. =
of the uninsured is a major part of the cost of insurance contribute to a better, healthier The governor’s proposal is a smart invest-
doing business in Hlinois. But no matter how  work force. Additionally, as healthy ment in the future. He should be applauded
steep the price of insuring all, the cost of employees get help to participate in for a plan that guarantees health cate
doing nothing is greater than the cost of employer plans, we will begin to see better through a responsible mix of private and
investing in the economic health of our state.  actuarial performance — which slows pre- ptlllbhc funding. Opponents Shoulcz recogmze%

Since Gov. Rod Blagojevich announced his  mium growth. E :g;lt‘t:lhe truebc?sm }:11‘135 not 1{1 hg ﬁOSt b
historic plan to offer affordable healthinsur-  This plan is important to everyone cgsts 0 f(;lagelec?m lr;ealesﬁ?l%?)n:n uman

ance to everyone in the state, the response because it eliminates the cost shifting & g -

haS been predlctably about the prlce Of the Callsed by the lmlnSlll‘ed NOW, the COSt Of john Bou man is president Uf the Sargent Sm-wer Nationa] -..:-i
plan. But lets consider the benefit. emergency care for the uninsured is built Center on Poverty Law in Chicago.



