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High Cost of Citizenship

Congress must prevent exorbitant
increases in c1t1zensh1p fees [news

story, Feb. 1].

For the first time in memory, both
sides of the polarized immigration de-
bate are in full agreement: The U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices' proposed increases in the fees to
become a citizen are thoroughly mis-
guided. Immigrants who have come to
America in accordance with our laws,
learned English, qualified to become
citizens and are willing die for our
. country should not have such a high
financial barrier placed in their path
that, as Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-

~ Mass.) explained, would put citizen-

ship out of reach.

~ Imagine elderly refugees who have
fled persecution in Bosnia, Somalia or
Iraq. Being unable to support them-
selves, they qualify for $603 a month
in federal Supplemental Security In-
come. The proposed new fees amount
to an 80 percent increase in the cost to
apply to become a citizen, from $330
to $595. The new fee would be just $8
less than the amount that such people
have to live on for a month. They
would have no choice but to pay the
fee because their SSI benefits would
stop if they were not to become citi-

zens within seven years after they en-
ter the United States. '
Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices says it needs this revenue to
modernize and speed up its notori-

“ously unreliable services, and its only

option is to increase fees. Congress
needs to step in and fix this mess by
funding system modernization with-
out putting this unconscionable bur-
den on immigrants seeking to become

citizens.
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