oday: Mot s T
B0 Lav £6.

lirtials, B19

e Year Koot w1 3

me\.‘( JuNE 35 3000

Rule Called
A Threat
To Millions

Proof of Citizenship
Needed for Benefits

By Swraax Lnvinn
and Many Orro

Washingon Fost Sinff IFriters

A Modicaid ruls takes effect 1o

motrow Tt will requiné more than
mﬂwmmmm

or lose their med-
1cﬂhntﬁbm
Under the

berm care.
io curl
frawd by flegal immigrants; such
pmnl'aa.apa:ﬁpuﬁntnhquhmm'
icafe must be offtred ot {he Hme o
persan applies for Medicaid benefits
or anmez] reenrollment in the
program for the: pocr
and disahled.

Erilir:.'aﬁnﬂhauhewmwﬂl

have the imintended
Fareming several million U uﬂm
wha, far 2 variety of reasona, will not
T ahile to produce the pecessary pa-
perwark, They inclide mentally ill,
nentally retarded ind homeless peo-
]:Ihﬁwﬂ],udd.u'?mmdm
especially African Americans
burnhmmwmnhupﬂnhinlhe
neral South barred hlack women

hdanﬁhaitmmlhfwmlﬂ-
per trala Slnan
comvinced of their citizenship, uhnm
?hntwng?m sure of ausch: detalla aa
The iy provision is parl of kst
year's Deficit Reduction Act, which
Presidont Bush slgned Tato Lo in

Sed MEDICATD, A LG, Cal 1

constitutiomality
.ﬂ&htﬂiﬂ?nﬂtﬂﬂ'w‘m
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NATIONAL NEWS

Advocates for Poor Decry New Medicaid Rule

MEDICALD, From A1

Pthﬂnry[.‘mput{:aiu‘h:dmpm
generals repart concluding that

thiere v etk frand by nomctizens,
supporters sald the measure would
emstere that Medicadd doflars go cnly

[ tocitizens oF

eligihle immigrants.
Rep. Charles Whithowr Norwood
Je. (RGa), auen[llmprnmq:m
sofs, decried Sthe
'Mwﬂmﬂmwwafﬂ“—"
A Lt fled 0 federal eourt in

| the Destrict coqileats the
Xeseal, and wnill their st annual

new  mule's

ety them n,g[lﬂ.sﬂui calizens are en-

_Enludtu. sand Chiffon Elgarienm, a

lawyer - with Crowell & Morig,

wlunhmﬂwhu,gmbumindnm]

# social services organization Bread
for the City and individusl plaintifs,

Ome  plaintiifl i Alphonso
DeShiekés, who was bor in hds par-
enis’. home n 3L, 2
few months after Woeld War [ began.
For five years, he lus lived n 2 nurs-
ing hoee in Northwest Washington,
He has a severe heart condstion, can-
cer and otheér ailments.

“With respect to each of the doca-
aupply, the lawsuit states, “Alphonio
DieShields possesses nefther an origs
iral of sincly 3 dociment nor 3 copy of
such o documient mam by the

[!Lnim.lnﬁmmmtm
tﬂrpammfhrmatammdmm
Inil o comply; otherwise, federal
Medicald funds would bewiﬂlf:m{l]_
Al 00 erel o woailid be at stake
in the District alene.

Robert Mireca, head of the D.C
Misdical Assistance Admimstration,
uail yesterday (el be eopects that
sy residents with a right to Med-
peaid will be unahle to demonstrate

thieir eitizenship.
“T'm afraid they may be dropped
out of the program,” e sadd,
On i bawsd lallenge
thuhﬂlyrdicaid nllrz[a filed |
a coalifion of advocacy
groups that wants the suit certified
a% a rutional class action. TIn the
proces: of mtllkl‘hl;:unlllemegal
immigrant issae, members of Con-
g:mwﬂldnuwmmuhmntulhe
American citizens who peed help the
most,” Ron Poltack, excootive direc
tor of Families 1S4, said during a
teleconference.

Among the plaintilfs o that case
are Buby Bell, 95, born inan Arkane
g8 county that did not issue birth
certificates until 1914, and George
Crawiond, 80, who i =0 incapacilal-
ed from strokes’ that be canmot

spesk, According 1o alioeneys, the |

church members who care for Crow-
ford i Tlnots doo’t even know

where to start Jooking for -docu-
mients thal would pass muster,
3
Ve -
der penalty of perfury. w e
ing fo show evidence of it States
have been able to dimand substanti-
atioa i suspicics cases, No longer
will that process suffice,
Neaw: applicants will be - affected
mm.edﬂtﬁt?anﬂwillhedeuiedbma-
fits until they offer proof of citi-
zenship, Current recipients will nol
have to hack ap declarations

reenroliment,
when the will have 45 o 90 days to

do sa, depecding on their crcum-
Medicaid  spokeswoman

Fahn sald the federal Centess for
Medicare and Medicaid Servicss had
made “every concerted eﬁmm
sre [the requirement 18] oot
baurdensome on beneficlaries.” She
Qad{;ﬂtuummlonlheliﬂp-

hﬂn. ¥

Ina June  memo to states, federal
afficeals mﬁﬂﬂ:ﬂi L of
ﬁrtmﬂaraﬂmmbemmmmdhr
a driver's [oense or something eke
extahliching 8 person's idenlity —

anather dmad: for young aad old
alike, critles stress. Medical, insur-
ammmfmﬂ’ﬂﬂﬂbﬂm
under specific enniditions. Entries in
iy Bibles dhon't aquialify.
‘The provision “Thoow's 04t a drag-
nel and sy, 'All of you, all 50 mi-
Eﬁmﬁmmﬂdhmmmﬂnﬂ

awlhmklhm‘sapﬁﬂmunul'"
{ said Jahm Boummsn, a lawyer with the

p—

hﬁ?.‘]&mﬂlhﬁmvrlﬂm
Bn} the Baiesr Commission on

anppested that al least 3 million cibi-
pens eould be stripped of covesage,

“We: are risking people’s helilh
care,” she sxid. "And it is a lot of pa-

TrE WasHinoton Post

pcrwwkm:suh'cn problem no one
identified.”

For the states, admindsirative
costs will be considernble, Maryland
and Virginia each have more than
200,000 Medicaid enrol

“We've been working pretty fo-
verishly 10 iy and figure ouf what
this means,” said Charles Letman,
director of medical care programs
for the Maryland Deepartment of
Health and Mental Hygiene,

Stephanie Siverl, manager of Yir-
pinin's medical 1ssistance program,
aaid clisnts who are mentally disa-
Hiled or homedess, Bving in instite-
tional settings, often have oade 1
iomplets hrek with their pasts. .

“T'a pot. going to be eagy for them
to access these records,” she said. |



