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All Kids program has
had desired impact

Dean Olsen’s recent article,
“Study questions future of All Kids
health insurance program,” reports
on a new study by the Kaiser Com-
mission titled, “A Race to the Top:
Illinois’s All Kids Initiative.” Olsen
ignores the positive and compli-
mentary feedback on the All Kids
program that comprises the over-
whelming majority of the report.
Instead, Olsen takes one of the few
cautionary items in the report and
turns it into the headline.

The Kaiser Commission strongly
commends Illinois and the gover-
nor for adopting the nation’s first
health-cnverage program for all
children within a state. It also com-
mends the excellent implementa-
tion plan that has resulted in en-
rollment of more than 50,000 newly
eligible children and thousands
more who were already eligible but
had not yet enrolled. We agree with

gh
chromc health
ter pnma:y care.
Ilinois is doing those things and
there is solid progress, but that

part of the report and giv

roneous impression that the A!l
Kids program has a questionable
future. Our organizations serve
children every day, and we can
state categorically that All Kids is
excellent policy being implemented
well, and it is bringing needed
health care to tens of thousand of
1llinois children who would not oth-
erwise have it.
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