Court, Quinn left to clear up Blagojevich's healthcare mess - The Daily J...

1of2

i Daily-Journal.com “ MyKankakeeCounty.com n Marketplace i

, Will, Iroquois, Ford, Grundy & Livingston counties.

JOURNAL | soves

Weather News+ Obituaries+ Sports+ Life+ Entertainment+ Opinion Extras

Court, Quinn left to clear up Blagojevich's healthcare mess

Feb. 14, 2009, 11:20 pm & BOOKMARK of 40 7.,
Comment on this story | Print this story | Email this story

By Kevin Lee
Springfield Bureau
Sng2@springnetl.com

SPRINGFIELD -- Rod Blagojevich's legacy lives on in
thousands of low-income parents who are wondering if they , i
still have state-subsidized health care. Today's Most Read Stories
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Blagojevich claimed he was trying to expand public health
care to parents who earned more, but who still could not
afford private insurance; lawmakers countered the state
couldn't afford the expansion.

A legislative oversight committee twice rejected
Blagojevich's proposal, but Blagojevich expanded the
program anyway.

Quinn will weigh in on FamilyCare before then. He is
considering a bill passed by lawmakers that would reinst
the original 185 percent of the federal poverty level limit.

Quinn said he had yet to look into the specifics of the bill
"1'd be shocked if he didn't sign it," said Jim Duffett, r
executive director for Campaign for Better Health, an Sl oot & Bty
Illinois-based advocacy group. "He's been a champion fo of Loy & Thoapy = Siim Comce Seommting 4 By
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health-care reform since Day 1. [ T e —

A new law would help clarify the income limit for eIigibiIit)Dr Giovanni Salerno. MD. P.C

but may create another legal issue, says John Bouman,
president of the Sargent Shriver Center on Poverty Law ir(815) 933-7900 i

Chicago. The Supreme Court may need to consider what 461 Brown Blvd, Bourbonnais, IL 60914
happens to individuals who enrolled in Blagojevich's
expanded program.

According to legal briefs submitted on behalf of Blagojevich,
4,000 families enrolled who earned above 185 percent of
the federal poverty level.

If the Court strikes down Blagojevich's expansion, these
individuals could be left stranded without health insurance.

"l understand if some in the provider community would not
take them even now because of the limbo of not being
reimbursed," Duffett said.

The FamilyCare expansion became one of Blagojevich's most
controversial actions. Some lawmakers said Blagojevich
overstepped his power by expanding the program without
approval of the oversight committee. His action was one of
the 13 counts in an impeachment abuse-of-power charge
that led to Blagojevich's removal from office.

State Sen. Dan Rutherford, R-Chenoa, served on the
oversight committee and said Blagojevich did not obey the
proper procedures when he tried to expand FamilyCare.

http://www.daily-journal.com/archives/dj/display.php?id=435539

NEWSPAPER ADS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Memorials (17) , Seasonal
Announcements &
Activities (3) , Birthday
Announcements (2) , View
More ...

AUTOMOTIVE &
VEHICLES
Auto Dealers (9)

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Banks & Lenders (4) ,
Financial Planning &
Education (2) , Insurance
(2) , View More ...

COMMUNITY
Community Events (2) ,
Education & Vocational
Training (2) , Charity &
Volunteer Groups

DINING &
ENTERTAINMENT

Night Clubs & Bars (6) ,

Restaurants (3) ,

Concerts , View More ...

HOME IMPROVEMENT &
GARDENING
Tools & Equipment

MEDICAL

Medical Announcements
(3) , Physical Therapy (2) ,
Hospitals

REAL ESTATE &
RENTALS
Houses & Homes

RECREATION

Crafts & Hobbies , Fitness
Centers , Movies , View
More ...

SERVICES
Employment & Staffing
(11) , House Cleaning &
Maid Services , Musical
Instruments & Lessons

VIEW MORE >

2/18/2009 9:32 AM



Court, Quinn left to clear up Blagojevich's healthcare mess - The Daily J...

2 of 2

"Our constitution has a set of laws and a process to go
through that if one branch of government doesn't agree with
another branch,” he said. "... And what Blagojevich did was
he went ahead and did the FamilyCare expansion regardless
of the checks-and-balances."

Duffett said Blagojevich's actions should not overshadow the
goal of expanding health care in lllinois.

He says that with federal stimulus money and greater
matching funds for Medicaid, the state can begin to pay off
its bills to medical providers and gradually broaden
eligibility.

"In the coming year, we'll want to expand it to say 185 to
250 percent (of the federal poverty level); then year two,
250 to 300 percent; year 3, 300 to 400 percent,” he said.
"That would probably be a range and approach that we
would want to take."

State Sen. Mike Jacobs, D-East Moline, said people should
not rely too heavily on state-funded health care.
"Government's job is to protect the most vulnerable among
us - seniors who can't help themselves and also children
who are in a desperate and dire situation,” he said. "The
thought that government is going to somehow rescue
America and that somehow government is going to rescue
the healthcare system, | believe, is a fallacy."
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