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Perhaps nowhere was April 15—Tax Day—tougher on struggling families than in Illinois. 

National tax experts have called Illinois' revenue system one of the most regressive in the 
country. 

As an overall percentage of their earnings, the lowest-income Illinois families often spend 
twice as much as wealthier households on state and local taxes combined. 

These families work hard, play by the
rules and desperately need fairer tax 
treatment than we give them.

Yet families also depend upon good 
schools, health care and human 
services, and our state needs to 
raise new revenues to stabilize these
vital but threatened programs. Thus 
we strongly applaud Gov. Pat 
Quinn's courageous call for an 
income tax increase that can help to 
both erase a massive state deficit 
and accommodate significant 
tax-fairness reforms. 

The governor has proposed 
increasing the income tax's standard 
exemption to not only shield low- and
moderate-income families from 
higher taxes but cut their taxes below 
current, unfairly high levels. 

We believe it's also important to 
remember another, time-honored 
policy tool for improving tax fairness, 
one that enjoys strong, bipartisan 

support and targets relief directly to the families who need help most: the Illinois Earned 
Income Tax Credit. The EITC allows low-income, working households to hang onto more of
their own, hard-earned money at tax time. 

This helps families to better handle a variety of day-to-day necessities, ranging from 
groceries, medicine and mortgage payments to the defraying of other tax bills, such as 
property and sales taxes.

Still set at only 5 percent of the much bigger, federal EITC, the Illinois credit represents a 
maximum of only about $240 per qualifying household, the nation's second-smallest state 
EITC. 

Other states' credits are worth up to eight times more. 

We should raise our Illinois EITC to at least 20 percent of its federal counterpart. 

This would extend more help to the low-income, working families who need relief the most
today—and protect them from shouldering an even bigger tax bill tomorrow.

—Gaylord Gieseke, interim president, 
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Voices for Illinois Children, Chicago 

—John Bouman, president, Sargent Shriver National 

Center on Poverty Law, Chicago 

—Rev. Al Sharp, executive director, 

Protestants for the Common Good, Chicago 

—David Marzahl, executive director, 

Center for Economic Progress, Chicago 

—Ralph Martire, executive director, 

Center for Tax and Budget Accountability, Chicago 

Be the first to rate this [?]

2 more recommended posts »

Get the Tribune delivered at home and save 25% off the newsstand price.

Copyright © 2009, Chicago Tribune

E-mail  Share Print  Reprint  

Recommended for you:
Card check stalls
The Statesman's loss
Pot for pain

Upcoming Popular

Dispatcher
Towing Co

Sales Rep
EMS

Senior Research
Specialist
UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS AT 
CHICAGO

ADON
SHERWIN MANOR 
NURSING CENTER

Executive Assistant
STATEWIDE LABOR 
ORGANIZATION

View all Top Jobs

Search Chicago jobs

GO

All Chicago jobs
Post resume
Post a job

54 

43 

12 

Chicago's 'tea party' [Pics]

18-year-old killed in love triangle 

Rod Blagojevich Gave Cubs' Piniella 
Advice In 2007



Fairer tax treatment -- chicagotribune.com http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/letters/print/chi-0416vplet...

3 of 3 4/16/2009 8:55 AM

PARTNERS: | Triblocal | metromix.com | Chicago Magazine | ViveloHoy Chicago | RedEye | CLTV | WGN-TV | WGN-AM | Zap2it

Jobs | Autos | Homes | Apartments | Grocery Coupons | FSBO | Open Houses | Houses for Rent | Home Auctions

SITE POLICIES: | Terms of service | Privacy

435 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL  60611

Read 2 comments »

Name

Comments

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and 
the comment you are posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be 
removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback .

Type the numbers you see in the image on the right: 

Post Comment

amNY | Baltimore Sun | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | LA Times | Newsday | Orlando Sentinel | Sun-Sentinel | The Morning Call | The Virginia Gazette

Ads by Google

Illinois Enrolled Agents
Federally Licensed Professionals Tax Help & Return Preparation
www.ilsea.org

IRS E-File®
Online Tax Filing Easy and Secure
www.IRS-TaxRefund.com

Tax Guides & Strategies
Expert Advice on How to Do Your Taxes. Important Tax Information.
MainStreet.com/Taxes

EITC
Offers Federal income tax credit For low-income working individuals
GovernmentGrantSearch.com

April 15th Is Here.
Don't Run Out Of Time. Get Help With Your Tax Debt Today!
www.funoffers.dealsmall.com


