All Kids plan should help all kids -- chicagotribune.com

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/letters/chi-090119bouman...

. . Chicage Tribume ((-/-'Wei htW h - )
ghtWatchers’ FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN
chicagotribune.com Online | 6SE WEIGHT ONLINE.

. Seart Living.
January 20, 2009 - -

Search |

INNS &

HOME DELIVERY

ADVERTISE WITH US

CHICAGO WEATHER

TRAFFIC/COMMUTE

BREAKING NEWS

LOCAL NEWS

NATION/WORLD

SPORTS

BUSINESS

POLITICS/ELECTIONS

REPORTS & DATA

DEATHS

OPINIONS

COLUMNISTS

BLOGS

ENTERTAINMENT

TRAVEL

LIVING

LIGHTER SIDE

VIDEO/PHOTOS

SHOPPING

CARS

JOBS

REAL ESTATE

APARTMENTS

MORE CLASSIFIEDS

NEWSLETTER/ALERTS

NEWS TOOLS
CONTACT US

ABOUT US

1of2

RESORTS|

B

Home > Voice of the People
Text size: | =

All Kids plan should help all kids Digg

January 19, 2009 submit
Re: "lllinois’ All Kids health plan fails to reach all kids," News, Jan. 16:

Judith Graham examines an important question: if lllinois' All Kids program is really for all
kids, then why do lllinois children in need of health care remain unenrolled? This dilemma
serves as a reminder of the need for better outreach about this strong and successful
program that has provided comprehensive, quality health care to almost 1.4 million Illinois
kids when they need it. All Kids' implementation is a work in progress. The Department of
Health Care and Family Services has done a good job of enrolling children; it has simplified
the application process and broadened its outreach to include community groups, schools,
child care centers, and health clinics in enroliment efforts.

But there's more work to do. lllinois senators can contribute to the program's success in
coming weeks: Voting yes for the State Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) bill provides
much-needed funds to lllinais to finish the job of insuring all kids in lllinois.

--John Bouman

President, Sargent Shriver National
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